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In  1929 the U.S . Co n gress deeded m o st o f the la n d in  the S ilver La ke W a tershed to  the City o f Bo ulder
specifica lly fo r wa ter supply purpo ses. T he wa tershed co n ta in s 13 reservo irs a n d n a tura l la kes tha t a re fed
b y sn o wm elt a n d the m eltin g o f Ara pa ho e Gla cier. T his high-qua lity wa ter supply wa s sufficien t to  m eet 
a ll o f Bo ulder’s wa ter n eeds un til the 1950s. T o da y a b o ut 40% o f the city’s wa ter supply is derived
 fro m  the Bo ulder wa tershed b a sin . In  the 1930s, the Un iversity o f Co lo ra do  b ega n  sen sitive eco lo gica l
 a n d clim a te resea rch in  the Green  La kes Va lley within  the wa tershed. In  o rder to  pro tect wa ter 
qua lity a n d to  preserve the fra gile a lpin e en viro n m en t, the Bo ulder W a tershed is clo sed to  pub lic a ccess.
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